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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: PFOR NL UR 

SUBJECT: KORCHNOI DEFECTION 

1 . SOVIET CHESS GRANDMASTER VICTOR KORCHNOI JULY 27 ASKED 
GON FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM. KIRCHNOI WAS IN THE NETHERLANDS 
FOR A CHESS TOURNAMENT WHICH HE HAD JUST COMPLETED. 

2. DEFECTION HAS BEEN GIVEN PROMINENT PLAY IN DUTCH PRESS 
AND WAS ALSO CARRIED FRONT-PAGE INTERNATIONAL HERALD 
TRIBUND JULY 28. 

3. KORCHNOI IS CURRENTLY IN THE HANDS OF GON AUTHORITIES, 
WHO ARE CONSIDERING HIS QUEST FOR ASYLUM. SOVIET EMBASSY 
OFFICIALS TOOK UP CONTACT WITH MFA YESTERDAY WHICH WILL 
PROBABLY ALLOW TO SEE KORCHNOI IF SUCH A REQUEST IS MADE. 

4. MOTIVES FOR DEFECTION ARE UNCLEAR. ACCORDING TO NEWS- 
PAPERS, KORCHNOI’S WIFE AND SON ARE STILL IN THE SOVIET UNION. 
THERE SEEMS TO BE A HISTORY, ACCORDING TO NEWSPAPER 
ACCOUNTS, OF DIFFICULTIES KORCHNOI EXPERIENCED IN 

THE SOVIET UNION AS A RESULT OF CRITICISM OF ANOTHER 
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5. CASE MAY PRESENT DUTCH OFFICIALS WITH SOME 
DIFFICULTIES IN CONCLUDING THAT THERE ARE SUFFICIENT 
GROUNDS TO ACCEPT KORCHNOI'S REQUEST FOR ASYLUM AS POLITICAL 
REFUGEE BUT INDICATIONS ARE THAT IN THE END GON WILL ALMOST 
CERTAINLY GRANT THE REQUEST. DUTCH WILL, HOWEVER, NOT ACT 
IMMEDIATELY. JUSTICE STATE SECRETARY ZEEVALKING, WHO 
WOULD HANDLE THE CASE, IS NOT EXPECTED BACK FROM HOLIDAY 
UNTIL AUG 9. 
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